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Developed by the Relocation Team Germany 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWbcHZtSufM
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General Recommendations:  

 Be proactive during the inspections and always have all the required documents 

with you.  

 Be ready for group flat visits. If you like the flat, approach the landlord and show 

your high motivation.  

 Use more than one real estate agent / supplier to have a better choice. Be 

proactive in your communication with real estate agents.  

 Please kindly double check your job offer concerning the real estate agent’s fee 

before starting your collaboration with one of our external suppliers. If there is 

no commission included in the offer, you have to pay the commission yourself. 

(Please note that, as per the law real estate agents cannot charge you more 

than two-month cold rent (rent without the utility costs) plus VAT.  

 Take into account the noise level of the area, especially when moving with 

family. There are areas that get very loud and crowded during the summer. To 

find out how loud an area is, click here.  

 Depending on the district, rental prices may differ to a greater or lesser extent 

from the average. Click here to find out the average rent of one-bedroom 

apartment across the city mapped by the city’s metro stations.  

 Pay attention to the psychological aspect. Try to make an excellent impression 

on the Landlord. Be on time or even a little bit earlier (5 minutes before the 

appointment), but not too early! Landlords might interpret it that you will pay on 

time. Make sure to look neat. Landlords might think that you will keep the 

apartment tidy. Try to build a good relationship with the Landlord. Be friendly! It 

will always help.  

 

 

 

https://interaktiv.morgenpost.de/laermkarte-berlin/
https://www.immobilienscout24.de/content/dam/is24/ibw/dokumente/mietmap_berlin_2020.jpg
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List of required documents / Bewerbungsunterlagen: 

 Job contract; 

 Application form / Selbstauskunft (usually provided during the inspection); 

 Copy of Passport / ID and Blue Card / Residency Card; 

 Schufa Auskunft / Report about your credit history (can be ordered online 

here); 

 Schufa free of charge (can be obtained here. It can take 2-3 weeks);   

 Casual pictures of family members in case they will join later.  

Berlin Districts:     

 

https://bonitaetscheck.immobilienscout24.de/
https://www.meineschufa.de/index.php?site=11_3&via=menu
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 Mitte: where friendly neighborhoods meet metropolitan flair.  

Population: 363.236 

Area: 39.47 km² 

Facts: 

 where the city’s heart beats 

 very international and touristic 

 living between world-famous sights, government quarters and 

cultural temples 

 chic cultural events and endless shopping opportunities 

 suburbs like Wedding and Moabit are less fashionable, but more 

multicultural 

 very problematic parking and nerve-wracking traffic 

 Wedding boast the largest Turkish community in the city 

 

 Friedrichshain–Kreuzberg: a colorful district joining former East and West 

Berlin together. 

Population: 278.393 

Area: 20.34 km² 

Facts:  

 Berlin’s party area. Countless bars, clubs and pubs pop up on every 

corner 

 perfect for young international expats, students and artists 

 Kreuzberg residents range from a successful squatter-turned-lawyer 

to a vegan hipster couple 

 Landwehrkanal separates Kreuzberg into sections 36 and 61 (which 

refer to the old West Berlin postal codes) 

 Kreuzberg 36 centers around Oranienstr. and Schlesisches Tor and 

is more alternative. It is where Berlin’s leftist scene and local Turkish 

residents meet.  

 Kreuzberg 61 has more Bohemian comfort level and is home to 

Berlin’s trendy crowd 

 Friedrichshain is famous for cheap rent and burgeoning nightlife 
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 Pankow: middle class district which is a hipster hangout and perfect home for 

young families. 

Population: 389.976  

Are: 103.07 km² 

Facts:  

 Berlin’s fastest-growing district  

 in addition to academics, Prenzlauer Berg attracts actors, designers 

and artists 

 Families with kids prefer to settle down in Pankow 

 Pankow is cool, creative and cosmopolitan 

 Pankow boasts the largest English-speaking community in the city 

 

 Charlottenburg–Wilmersdorf: former West that is less popular with the young 

and hip.  

Population: 330.468  

Area: 64.72 km² 

Facts:  

 Perfect choice for expats who prefer the quite life 

 Wilmersdorf offers an environment with lots of green space and a wide 

choice of schools.  

 Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf is quite, civil and relaxed  

 Wilmersdorf offers a huge amount of parks and greenery 

 

 Spandau: down-to-earth and local.  

Population: 234.630 

Area: 91.88 km² 

Facts:  

 Berlin’s nice suburb in the West 

 The district is covered in forests, water and tiny timber-frame buildings 

in the old town 

 Spandau has a very good public transport connection to the city 
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 Spandau is varied, and some neighborhoods have social issues, such 

as Falkenhagener Feld and Heerstrasse Nord 

 Spandau is seen as a working-class district that’s both charming and 

down to earth 

 

 Steglitz–Zehlendorf: lush forests and lakes, great shopping districts and 

pleasant city-meets-village vibes.  

Population: 299.765  

Area: 102.5 km² 

Facts: 

 the district is green, idyllic and urban 

 Zehlendorf is one of Berlin’s most popular outskirt attractions 

 perfect place to escape the city center and relax 

 perfect choice for families with kids 

 Berlin’s wealthiest suburbs  

 

 Tempelhof – Schöneberg: a district that has a bit of everything.  

Population: 341.161 

Area: 53.09 km² 

Facts:  

 Home to the fancy KaDeWe department store 

 Berlin’s historic gay neighborhood, known for its LGBT-friendly hotels, 

gay couples, and rainbow colored everything 

 Home to Berlin’s most authentic people  

 the northeastern part of the district is largely known as a red light 

district 

 

 Neukölln: urban and international.  

Population: 328.062 

Area: 44.93 km² 

Facts:  
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 A district with Altbau buildings, an ethnic mix and a little bit of middle-

class attitude thrown in 

 Northern Neukölln is home to the district’s highest number of 

immigrants and hipsters 

 One can find many shabby chic cafes, new concept shops and ever-

changing galleries 

 Everyone in the northern part seems to have a full-grown beard, 

hipsters and immigrants alike 

 Britz, a neighborhood in the district’s south has a far more provincial 

and middle-class feel to it 

 

 Treptow – Köpenick: a district of extensive forests and lakes. 

Population: 253.333 

Area: 168.42 km² 

Facts:  

 It’s Berlin’s largest and greenest district 

 Treptow – Köpenick is one of the only places in Berlin where a forest 

walk, a boat trip and relaxing afternoon on a beautiful lakeshore is only 

minutes away 

 More than 50 percent of the area is covered in forests and lakes 

 

 Marzahn – Hellerdorf: a district with an East German urban signature. 

Population: 259.373 

Area: 61.80 km² 

Facts:  

 the rents are low and local transport is good 

 there are idyllic bike and walking paths in Hellersdorf 

 the double-district’s south is almost as well-off as Berlin’s wealthy 

southwestern suburbs 

 

 Lichtenberg: industrial district with a strong socialist - era touch.  

Population: 275.142 
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Area: 52.29 km² 

Facts:  

 Hohenschönhausen is characterized by its vast blocks of 

prefabricated Communist-style buildings 

 the district’s north is particularly prone to social problems  

 the district’s more central southern area feels like the chic continuation 

of hip-yet-shabby Friedrichshain  

 Tierpark Friedrichsfelde and its adjoining castle are close by and 

make for a great weekend destination 

 The rents are low 

 

 Reinickendorf: where majestic houses and greenery meet rough 

neighborhood.  

Population: 256.617 

Area: 89.48 km² 

Facts:  

 The district is a cross section of the entire city 

 the district’s north is home to the upscale suburbs Frohnau and 

Hermsdorf 

 suburb Tegel is more middle-class, whereas Märkisches Viertel is a 

high-rise complex 

 the district’s southeastern edge seamlessly merges into Wedding and 

has rougher neighborhoods 

 residential areas along the river Havel and around the lakes like 

Tegeler See and Heiligensee are particularly popular 

 Reinickendorf is known for its wide selection of good schools, and 

there are plenty of S- and U-Bahn stations spread throughout the 

district 
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Searching on Your Own: 

Search via Internet sites  

 Enable e-mail notifications and express interest within 10-15 minutes after the 

ad goes online (Golden time) 

 Apply only in German since no one cares if you apply in English.  

 Call if the phone number is provided  

 Source for multiple websites  

For permanent apartments:  

 Immobilienscout 24 http://www.immobilienscout24.de    

 Immowelt http://www.immowelt.de   

 Immonet http://www.immonet.de   

 Ebay-Kleinanzeigen http://kleinanzeigen.ebay.de 

For furnished apartments as a temporary solution: 

 WIMDU http://www.wimdu.de (Germany) 

 The Home Like https://app.thehomelike.com (Germany) 

 AirBnB http://www.airbnb.de (international) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.immobilienscout24.de/
http://www.immowelt.de/
http://www.immonet.de/
http://kleinanzeigen.ebay.de/
http://www.wimdu.de/
https://app.thehomelike.com/
http://www.airbnb.de/
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Template of a request in German: 

 

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren, 

mein Name ist [your first & last name, your position] der internationalen IT Firma Luxoft 

GmbH in [name of the city you will work in]. 

Ich bin nach München am [date of your arrival to Germany] gekommen und möchte mir 

gerne Ihre Wohnung ansehen und wenn alles passt anmieten.  

Mein monatliches Netto Gehalt beträgt [your monthly net salary] EURO. 

Könnten Sie mir bitte einen Besichtigungstermin für die Wohnung bestätigen sowie die Liste 

der nötigen Bewerbungsunterlagen mitteilen?  

Bei weiteren Fragen stehe ich Ihnen gerne zur Verfügung.  

 

Vielen Dank im Voraus und schönen Tag noch.  

[Your first and last name, your contact phone number email address].  

 

Real Estate Agencies:  

Please note, that in Germany there works the so called “orderer principle” (in Ger. 

Bestellerprinzip), meaning whoever places the order, has to pay.  You will not be 

charged if you find an apartment that has been already offered by a Real Estate Agent 

on behalf of the Landlord.  

 

 Probevart 

Mr. Georgiy Serdyukov 

georgiy.serdyukov@prodevart.eu   

Mob.: + 49 (0) 173 83 050 81 

Tel: + 49 (0) 30 51 30 37 16 

 

 

 Alina Manchilsky  

alinamachulsky@gmail.com 

Mob: +49 (0) 176 478 711 95 

Languages: Russian & English  

mailto:georgiy.serdyukov@prodevart.eu
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 Irina Gaisinskaia 

ira_gaisinskaia@yahoo.com 

Mob: +49 179 544 30 47 

Languages: Russian & English  

 

 

 Mochow Immobilien  

alinamachulsky@gmail.com 

Mob: +49 178 236 50 21 

Address: Haynauerstr. 56, 12249 Berlin 

Languages: English & German  

 

 

 

After finding an apartment:  

 After signing your rental agreement you will also have to sign a Handover 

certificate (in German Übergabeprotokoll), (can be downloaded here). Be very 

careful, note down all the damages before moving in. Otherwise, when you 

leave the apartment you will be responsible for repairing or replacing things that 

are damaged. It might be very costly! 

 Strongly recommended to have a Privathaftpflichtversicherung (Third-party 

Private Liability Insurance). Info can be find here;  

 Be in a good relationship with the Landlord. It will solve many problems.  

 In case of any problems with the Landlord, you can contact a Mieterverein. For 

more information about Mieterverein in Berlin, please click here.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mieterbund.de/service/uebergabeprotokoll.html
https://www.check24.de/
https://www.berliner-mieterverein.de/sprachen/englisch.htm
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Useful abbreviations:                      

 Whg (Wohnung) = flat 

 DG (Dachgeschoss) – flat located under the roof 

 MFH (Mehrfamilienhaus) = multi – flat building 

 Zi (Zimmer) – room(s) 

 ca. (circa) = approximately 

 SZ (Schlafzimmer) – bedroom 

 MP (Mietpreis) – rent price 

 mtl. (monatlich) – monthly 

 KM (Kaltmiete) = the base rent 

 WM (Warmmiete) = rent including utility costs 

 zzgl (zuzüglich) = excluding 

 EBK (Einbauküche) = kitchen 

 TG (Tiefgarage) = underground garage                                         

 

June 2020     

 


